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What is Common Core? 

 Standards that aim to raise student 
achievement by standardizing what’s taught 
in schools across the United States 

 They have been adopted by 46 states and 
the District of Columbia 

 Establish benchmarks for Reading and Math, 
replacing education goals that varied from 
state to state 

 Spell out grade by grade the Reading and 
Math skills that students should develop as 
they progress from Kindergarten through 
High School 

Common Core Explanation 

http://vimeo.com/51933492


Where did the Common Core 

Standards Come From? 
 Educational Research Organizations, 

Teachers, School Administrators, and Math 

Experts worked collaboratively to provide 

a clear and consistent framework to 

prepare students for college and the 

workforce. 

 

The Development of the Common Core 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnjbwJdcPjE


What are the Benefits of CCSS? 

 Standards that aim to raise student achievement 
by standardizing what’s taught in schools across 
the United States 

 Establish benchmarks for Reading and Math, 
replacing education goals that varied from state 
to state 

 Spell out grade by grade the Reading and Math 
skills that students should develop as they 
progress from Kindergarten through High 
School 

 Greater emphasis on students developing 
Problem Solving and Critical Thinking Skills, 
rather than skill development 
 



How are CCSS different? 

 More emphasis on use of KNOWLEDGE 

 Shift from “how” to “why” creates more 

RIGOROUS coursework  

 Greater emphasis on REAL WORLD 

APPLICATION 

 More OPEN ENDED and MULTI-STEP 

problems 

 Problem solving that requires students to 

EXPLAIN and JUSTIFY their answers 

 



3 Instructional Shifts for CCSS Math 

 Focus strongly where the Standards focus 

 

 Coherence:  think across grades, and link 

to the major topics within grades 

 

 Rigor in major topics pursue: 

◦ Conceptual Understanding 

◦ Procedural Skills and Fluency 

◦ Application with Equal Intensity 



Shift #1:  Focus 

 Move away from “mile wide, inch deep” 

curricula 

 Teach Less, Learn More 

 Deep focus on foundational skills at each 

grade level to develop: 

◦ Solid Conceptual Understanding 

◦ High Degree of Procedural Skill and Fluency 

◦ Ability to apply the math they know to solve 

problems inside and outside the math 

classroom 

 



Shift #2:  Coherence 

 Thinking Across Grades 

◦ Designed around coherent progressions from grade 

to grade 

◦ Each standard is an extension of previous learning 

 Linking to Major Topics 

◦ Additional and supporting topics serve the grade level 

focus, rather than detract from it 



Standards Progression 



Shift #3:  Rigor 

 Conceptual Understanding: 

◦ Students must be able to access concepts 

from a number of perspectives 

 

 Procedural Skill and Fluency: 

◦ Developing speed and accuracy in calculation 

 

 Application: 

◦ Students can use math in content areas 

outside of math 



Mathematics Fluency 

 Common Core Math Standards require 
speed and accuracy in calculation 

 Opportunities for students to practice 
arithmetic using the four basic operations 
should be included within class time 
and/or homework so that they are more 
able to understand and manipulate more 
complex topics. 

 There are fluency standards throughout 
grades K-8 



Required Fluencies in Grades K-8 



Standards for Mathematical Practice 

 Describe a variety of abilities and skills 

that educators at all grade levels should 

seek to develop in their students.  

 Represent a description of what 

“Mathematically Proficient” students can 

do.   

Math Practice Standards 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1rxkW8ucAI
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EC2e2jsEIHuUiM&tbnid=HDITONKRJ8_7VM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/15/K038/Academics/Mathematics/&ei=esIfU978LJKP0gHZ_oDYCw&bvm=bv.62788935,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFOdyTjbTZNk5ZCnW4PaSRAyHsWNw&ust=1394676700695702
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EC2e2jsEIHuUiM&tbnid=HDITONKRJ8_7VM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/15/K038/Academics/Mathematics/&ei=esIfU978LJKP0gHZ_oDYCw&bvm=bv.62788935,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFOdyTjbTZNk5ZCnW4PaSRAyHsWNw&ust=1394676700695702
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EC2e2jsEIHuUiM&tbnid=HDITONKRJ8_7VM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/15/K038/Academics/Mathematics/&ei=esIfU978LJKP0gHZ_oDYCw&bvm=bv.62788935,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFOdyTjbTZNk5ZCnW4PaSRAyHsWNw&ust=1394676700695702
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EC2e2jsEIHuUiM&tbnid=HDITONKRJ8_7VM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/15/K038/Academics/Mathematics/&ei=esIfU978LJKP0gHZ_oDYCw&bvm=bv.62788935,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFOdyTjbTZNk5ZCnW4PaSRAyHsWNw&ust=1394676700695702


3 Instructional Shifts for CCSS ELA 

 Regular practice with complex text and 

its academic language 

 

 Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 

evidence from text, both literary and 

informational 

 

 Building knowledge through content-

rich nonfiction 



Shift #1: Complex Text and its 

Academic Language 
 Highlight the growing complexity of the 

texts students must read to be ready for the 
demands of college, career, and life. 

 Outline a progressive development of 
reading comprehension so that students 
advancing through the grades can gain more 
from what they read. 

 Focus on academic vocabulary (words that 
appear in a variety of content areas) through 
a mix of conversation, direct instruction, and 
reading.  



Shift #2:  Using Evidence from Text 

 Emphasis on using evidence from texts to 

present careful analyses, well-defended 

claims, and clear information. 

 Reading carefully to grasp information, 

arguments, ideas and details based on text 

evidence. 

 Answering questions that depend of their 

having read text with care. 

 



Shift #3:  Building Knowledge 

through Content-Rich Nonfiction 
 Development of a 50-50 balance between 

informational and literary reading. 

 Standards strongly recommend that 
students build coherent general 
knowledge both within each year and 
across years. 

 Develop students ability to learn 
independently by offering extensive 
opportunities to build knowledge through 
texts.  



What is PARCC? 

The Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers: 

 Made up of 19 states 

 Developing common, high-quality math 
and English language arts (ELA) tests for 
grades 3-11. 

◦ Computer based and linked to what students 
need to know for college and careers 

◦ Will first be used during the 2014/2015 
school year 



Why New Assessments? 

Current state assessments were not 

designed to: 

 Determine if students are on track for 

success in college or careers 

 Produce timely and useable data on 

student progress 

 Assess students’ ability to think critically 

and problem solve 



Why New Assessments? 

We need to prepare all students for college 

or other postsecondary opportunities: 

• A high school diploma 

isn’t enough in our 21st 

century economy 

81% of today’s 

jobs require 

college or career 

training 

1/3 of 

college 

freshmen 

need 

remedial 

courses 

• Our K–12 system is 

not adequately 

preparing students for 

college 



Being Prepared for College and Careers Means 

Higher Earnings and Higher Employment Rates 

5% 

9% 

12% 

20% 

$60,845 

$30,171 

$24,854 

$10,308 

Mean Income 
Unemployment Rate 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2011). Current Population Survey. Figures are based on the total persons in the civilian labor force. 
http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html 
 

http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html


PARCC Priorities 

1. Determine whether students are college and career 

ready or on track 

2. Connect to the Common Core State Standards  

3. Measure the full range of student performance, 

including that of high- and low-achieving students 

4. Provide educators data throughout the year to 

inform instruction 

5. Create innovative 21st century, technology-based 

assessments 

6. Be affordable and sustainable   



How Will PARCC Be Different? 

Students: Will know if they are on track  
to graduate ready for college/careers 

Teachers: Will have access to timely  
data to guide learning and instruction 

Parents: Will have clear and timely  
information about student progress 

States: Will have valid results that are 
comparable across borders 



How Will PARCC Be Different? 

For students: 

 Test quality will mirror 
high-quality coursework 

 Is computer-based, interactive,  
engaging 

 Measures the skills and knowledge  
students need to succeed in college  
and careers 

 Produces timely information, allowing teachers to 
tailor instruction to students’ needs 

 Includes embedded supports for English language 
learners, students with disabilities 

 



How Will PARCC Be Different? 

For teachers and schools: 

• Computer-based testing will boost  
student engagement and access 

• More efficient than pencil-and-paper                                            
tests 

• Timely data during the year will aid  
instruction, professional development 

• Tests will assess the full range of student 
performance, not just students in the middle 

• Tests will measure student growth at all 
levels as well as focusing on proficiency  

 



Former Expectation 

What is the value of this expression? 

 

  3 x (4 + 5 x 3) 

 

 A.  27 

 B.  52 

 C.  57 

 D.  81 

5.OA.1  Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in numerical expressions and 

evaluate expressions with these symbols 



New Expectation 

Evaluate the following numerical expressions. 

a. 2 x 5 + 3 x 2 + 4 = _______ 

b. 2 x (5 + 3 x 2 + 4) = _______ 

c. 2 x 5 + 3 x (2 + 4) = _______ 

d. 2 x (5 + 3) x 2 + 4 = _______ 

e. (2 x 5) + (3 x 2) + 4 = _______ 

f. 2 x (5 + 3) x (2 + 4) = _______ 

 

Can the parentheses in any of the expressions be 
removed without changing the value of the 
expression?  Explain your reasoning.  Circle the letter 
of the expression(s) below that would change. 

 a b c d e f 

 



Math:  Grade 3 Sample Item 

 This a fairly traditional fraction task in a 

computer-based setting.  

 Unlike traditional multiple choice, it is 

difficult to guess the correct answer or use a 

choice elimination strategy and there is 

more than one correct solution.  

 Unlike paper and pencil tests, students can 

create a visual representation even though 

the task is scored automatically.  



Math:  Grade 3 Sample Item 

 Second part of multi-step problem, and, unlike traditional multiple 

choice, it is difficult to guess the correct answer or use a choice 

elimination strategy.  



3.OA.3, 3.OA.5, 3.MD.7, MPS 4, 7 



Former Expectation 



New Expectation 



ELA Literacy:  Grade 7 Sample 

Part A: Highlight the claim that is supported by the most relevant and sufficient facts within 
“Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found.” 

Part B: Click on two facts within the article that best provide evidence to support the claim 
selected in Part A.  

Claims 

Earhart and Noonan lived as castaways on Nikumaroro Island. 

Earhart and Noonan’s plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean 

People don’t really know where Earhart and Noonan died.  



ELA Literacy:  Grade 7 Sample 



Comprised of 2 Sections: 

Performance

-Based 

Assessment 

• After 75 percent of the school 

year 

• Extended tasks, applications of 

concepts and skills 

• ELA/literacy: Writing 

effectively when analyzing text, 

research simulation 

• Math: Solving multistep 

problems requiring abstract 

reasoning, precision, 

perseverance and strategic use 

of tools  

End-of-Year  
Assessment 

• After 90 percent of the school year 

• Innovative, short-answer items 

• ELA/literacy: Reading 

comprehension 

• Math: Short items that address 

both concepts and skills 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 

Grade 3:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 4:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 5:  ELA Unit 1 

3 

Grade 3:  ELA Unit 2 

Grade 4:  ELA Unit 2 

Grade 5:  ELA Unit 2 

4 

Grade 3:  ELA Unit 3 

Grade 4:  ELA Unit 3 

Grade 5:  ELA Unit 3 

5 

Grade 3:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 4:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 5:  Math Unit 1 

6 

Grade 3:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 4:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 5:  Math Unit 2 

9 

Grade 6:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 7:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 8:  ELA Unit 1 

10 

Grade 6:  ELA Unit 2 

Grade 7:  ELA Unit 2 

Grade 8:  ELA Unit 2 

11 

Grade 6:  ELA Unit 3 

Grade 7:  ELA Unit 3 

Grade 8:  ELA Unit 3 

12 

Grade 6:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 7:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 8:  Math Unit 1 

13 

Grade 6:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 7:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 8:  Math Unit 2 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

27 (April) 

X 
28 

Grade 3:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 4:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 5:  ELA Unit 1 

29 

Grade 3:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 4:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 5:  Math Unit 1 

30 

Grade 3:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 4:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 5:  Math Unit 2 

1 (May) 

X 
4 

X 
5 

Grade 6:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 7:  ELA Unit 1 

Grade 8:  ELA Unit 1 

6 

Grade 6:  ELA Unit 2 

Grade 7:  ELA Unit 2 

Grade 8:  ELA Unit 2 

7 

Grade 6:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 7:  Math Unit 1 

Grade 8:  Math Unit 1 

8 

Grade 6:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 7:  Math Unit 2 

Grade 8:  Math Unit 2 

*All testing will begin promptly at 8:30 AM 

Preliminary PARCC Schedule – PBA 

March 2015 

Preliminary PARCC Schedule – EOY 

April/May 2015 



What have we done to prepare for 

the PARCC? 
 Aligned curriculum, resource materials, 

and teaching practices with the Common 
Core State Standards 

 Implemented new technology program to 
help students develop and practice skills 
needed to take the PARCC 

 Field tested the PARCC in the spring of 
2014. 

 Will provide tutorial for all students and 
staff taking and administering PARCC 



What can you do at home? 

 Allow your children to work through 
homework problems independently, only 
assisting when necessary.  When helping with 
homework, ask questions to guide your child 
towards understanding, rather than telling 
them how to do something.  

 Ask your children to show evidence from 
text to explain/justify their reasoning. 

 Have your children verbally explain/justify 
why they chose a strategy and how it will 
help them solve the problem. 



What can you do at home, cont? 

 Ask your children if strategies or 

solutions make sense, and allow them to 

find flaws in others’ reasoning. 

 Ask questions related to “real-life” 

contexts, such as when shopping.  For 

example, ask them to estimate how many 

items are in a shopping cart or how much 

the bill will total. 



Practice PARCC Assessments 

Teachers, students, parents, and others can engage 

with the sample items using computer-based 

tools such as drag-and-drop, multiple select, text 

highlighting, and an equation builder. PARCC has 

also released online tutorials that demonstrate 

how students will navigate the test, how to use 

the computer-based tools, and features that 

make the test more accessible for all students, 

including those with disabilities and English 

learners. 

 http://practice.parcc.testnav.com/#  

http://practice.parcc.testnav.com/


Resources and References 

www.corestandards.org  

www.achievethecore.org 

www.PARCConline.org 

 

Questions? 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.achievethecore.org
http://www.parcconline.org/

