
STANHOPE PUBLIC SCHOOLS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

May 19, 2010 

6:30 p.m. Executive Session 

Regular Meeting to Follow 

 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

The Regular Meeting of the Stanhope Board of Education was called to 

order on May 19, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cafetorium at the Valley 

Road School, 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey 07874. Board Members 

present included:  Michael Bender, Gil Moscatello, Michael Stiner, 

Michael Stricchiola, Bill Sturdevant and Gina Thomas.  Gene Wronko was 

absent. Also attending were Dennis Fyffe, Interim Superintendent, 

Lorraine Snyder, Business Administrator/Board Secretary and Cliff 

Burns, Principal. In addition there were 16 faculty members and 39 

community members including Councilman Graham, Councilman Benson and 

Councilwoman Maio. 

 

SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT – N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d; N.J.S.A. 10:4-10a 

“This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be 

recorded in the Minutes that in compliance with Chapter 231 of the 

Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act” Stanhope 

Board of Education located at 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey, 

has caused this notice to be posted at the Office of Stanhope Board of 

Education, mailed to the New Jersey Herald, The Township Journal, the 

Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Stanhope, Stanhope Post Office, and 

posted at the Valley Road School, setting forth the time, date, and 

location of this meeting.” 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Stanhope School District will provide a diverse and challenging 

educational environment that encourages individual initiatives, 

fosters success through teamwork, promotes accountability, and 

demonstrates a passion for education excellence.  The Stanhope School 

District is committed to the development of our Students and Staff, so 

that individual aspirations can be achieved throughout their lifetime. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT 

An Executive Session will be held for the purpose of contracts and 

personnel.  Formal action may or may not be taken.   

 

A motion was presented by Michael Bender, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, to accept the following declaration of Executive Session 

as presented at 6:40 p.m.: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education adopt the 

following resolution: 

WHEREAS, The Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 

1975 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in 

certain circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, The Stanhope Board of Education is of the opinion 

that such circumstances presently exist;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stanhope Board of 

Education, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that a 

closed session of this Board of Education (where the public 

shall be excluded) will be held at this time for the 

purpose of discussing personnel matters, student personnel, 

and negotiations; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the action of the Board with 

regard to the above entitled matter shall be disclosed to 

the public at a later date and to the extent that the same 

is not prejudicial to the interests of the parties involved 

and would not result in a possible invasion of their right 

to privacy.  

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present. 

 

RE-ENTER PUBLIC SESSION 

A motion was presented by Gil Moscatello, and seconded by Bill 

Sturdevant, that the Stanhope Board of Education returns to Public 

Session at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND DELEGATES 

A motion was presented by Bill Sturdevant, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, to approve the following: 

 

1. Appointment, by the President, of delegates and 

alternates to the New Jersey and Sussex County School 

Boards Associations: 

Delegate   Michael Bender 

State Alternate  Bill Sturdevant 

County Alternate  Michael Stiner 

 

Appointment, by the President, of a member and 

alternate to the Sussex County Educational Services 

Commission Board of Directors. 

    Member   Gil Moscatello 

    Alternate   Gina Thomas 

 

2. Motion to establish the following committees, chairs, 

and members: 

 

Curriculum Committee: 

 Chair: Gene Wronko 

 Members: Gil Moscatello and Gina Thomas 

 

Finance/Facilities Committee: 

 Chair: Michael Stricchiola 

 Members: Michael Bender and Gina Thomas 
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Personnel/Policy Committee: 

 Chair: Bill Sturdevant 

 Members: Michael Stiner and Gina Thomas 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 

 

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL - none 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Letter from the Stanhope Education Association 

(attachment #1) 

2. Resolution/Certifying of the General Fund Tax Levy 

(attachment #2) 

3. County Office approval of Professional Development Plan 

(attachment #3) 

4. Letter from Mrs. Bailey (attachment #4) 

5. Email from Kathy Maier (attachment #5) 

6. Email from Dawn Dean (attachment #6) 

7. Email from Dawn Dean (attachment #7) 

8. Email from Rebecca Davies (attachment #8) 

9. Email from Cheri Simpson (attachment #9) 

10. Email from Kathy Amato (attachment #10) 
11. Email from Kelly Swiencki (attachment #11) 
12. Email from Sheila McGraw (attachment #12) 
13. email from Christine Pote (attachment #13) 
14. Email from Susan Costanza (attachment #14) 
15. Email from Kimberly Ferrer (attachment #15) 
16. Email from Dawn Dean (attachment #16) 
17. Email from Dawn Dean (attachment #17) 
18. Email from Kathy Amato (attachment #18) 
19. Fax from Heidi Waldron (attachment #19) 
20. Email from Pierre Kernizan (attachment #20) 
21. Email from Dawn Heinen (attachment #21) 
22. Letter from Rachel Nicol (attachment #22) 
23. Letter from Ellen Horak (attachment #38) 
24. Letter from Gene Wronko (attachment #39) 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dennis Fyffe 

1. The 2010-2011 staffing information has been distributed.  
Despite severe cuts to our budget, we are going to 

maintain a full day Kindergarten.  

2. A Special Education Teacher has been approved as Highly 
Qualified.  

3. The 6th Grade will comprise of three sections.  
4. There will be 2 first grade classes and 2 second grade 

classes for the 2010-2011 school year.  

5. We are currently working on bringing home some Out of 
District Placement students to our own Autistic Program.  

6. Mr. Fyffe stated that we do take public comments into 
serious consideration as recent history shows.  
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7. Although the Preschool Program lost money this year, the 
parents spoke respectfully and intelligently in favor of 

the program and its benefits.  Positive changes have 

been made to the program which will continue without 

being a financial loss to the district.  

8. As our budget was defeated, we looked at combining first 
grade.  Again, public comment prevailed and we used 

funds from our surplus to balance the budget and leave 

the first grade setup intact.  Sixth grade, as well, 

will not be combined.  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Mr. Cliff Burns 

1. Thank you to the Stanhope Board of Education for the 

opportunities provided to him during his employment in 

the district.  Many thanks to Mr. Dennis Fyffe for his 

mentoring assistance.  

2. Mr. Burns is very happy that the district and parents are 
supportive, but he is asking that everyone support the 

new Chief School Administrator and that he will go on to 

serve as a Principal in another district.  

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT - Lorraine Snyder 

1. The defeated budget meeting with the Borough of Stanhope 
has been completed.  Per the Borough of Stanhope 

Governing Body’s request, we reduced our budget an 

additional $36,000.00, which reduced the tax levy from 

4% to 2.92%. 

A motion certifying the new levy amounts is on the 

agenda for approval this evening.  

 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Gina Thomas 

1. The administration has opted for a wage freeze in order 
to get through this financial crisis, which saved the 

district $13,000.00.  Teachers have also given back 

stipend positions and tuition reimbursement which 

assisted the board in reaching the $36,000.00 that the 

Borough cut from our defeated budget.  Mrs. Thomas 

publicly thanked the administration and teachers for 

their support. 

2. Mrs. Thomas discussed the previous sharing arrangements 
with the Netcong Board of Education, and the surprise 

decision made by Netcong at the last meeting between the 

Stanhope Board of Education and the Netcong Board of 

Education.  At the shared meeting, Netcong voted (5-3) 

to give Mr. Fyffe 60 days notice according to his 

contract.  This meeting was 11 minutes in length and 

left the Stanhope Board surprised at the loss of the 

sharing arrangements that had been in place.  

3. There had been previous discussions regarding the Chief 
School Administrator model.  The board, again, discussed 

the CSA model both academically and financially, but did 
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not take any action at the meeting.  Action will be 

taken at this meeting after public input.  

4. Mrs. Thomas entered into the record statements of the 
personal and slanderous attacks that she has witnessed 

by the public due to decisions that the Board of 

Education have been forced to make during this difficult 

financial period.  She has been cursed at, yelled at, 

her children and her children’s friends have been 

approached, there has been slanderous personal and 

family attacks via the Internet and it has gotten to the 

point that she cannot sit and watch her son’s baseball 

games.  

“How dare you?  We respect you and we expect the same 

respect back”, Mrs. Thomas said during her impassioned 

plea to the public.  

Although the Stanhope Board of Education has to, at 

times, make unpopular decisions, the board has been 

forthright and asked for community input on these major 

decisions.  

 

POLICY / BY-LAWS / ADMINISTRATIVE – none 

 

PUBLIC SESSION #1 – AGENDA ITEMS  
Policy #9030 – Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) 

minutes duration, during times when an audience of ten (10) or more residents exist.  

 

Mr. Sturdevant read a correspondence letter on behalf of Mr. Wronko 

and his absence. (letter attached to minutes) 

 

Community members spoke against the termination of Principal Burns.  A 

petition signed by parents and children was presented to Mr. Burns.  

The Board of Education gave the time line to the public and corrected 

some misinformation that was out in the public.  

 

Netcong Board of Education President, Lynne Popelka, stated that she 

was surprised at the actions of the Netcong Board of Education.  Ms. 

Popelka stated that we could not have picked a better individual than 

Mr. Fyffe to lead our district and that Netcong’s loss is Stanhope’s 

gain.  

 

Many of the public applauded the boards decision to have an 

experienced CSA for the 2010-2011 school year and to look for a 

replacement candidate for the 2011-2012 school year. 

 

Information regarding a Shared Superintendent vs. a CSA was asked for 

by the public.  Mr. Fyffe explained that extensive research was done 

and out of over 600 school district in the state only 14 have a Shared 

Superintendent. 

 

It was also explained that the Stanhope Board of Education needed an 

experienced leader.  We are addressing poor results on the NJQSAC 

report due to previous inexperienced administrators.  Although Mr. 
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Burns is an excellent Principal, he does need more experience in that 

position before leading a district as a Superintendent.  Mr. Burns 

agreed.  

 

A member of the public wanted to know the financial impact of a CSA 

decision.  Ms. Snyder explained that the position would not negatively 

impact the completed budget.  The cost of hiring Mr. Fyffe as well as 

an Assistant Principal will work out to be the same as the budgeted 

amount.  The public was reminded that Mr. Fyffe does not receive 

health benefits, vacation or sick time.  He is paid only for days 

worked.  The Assistant Principal will be hired on a part-time or 

shared-time arrangement.  

 

Mr. Burns received many compliments and support from the community 

members.  

  

TRAVEL / WORKSHOP REPORTS 

1. Amanda Forest (attachment #23) 
2. Trish Marra (attachment #24) 
3. Christine Ferraro (attachment #25) 
4. Alissa Girling (attachment #26) 
5. Alissa Girling (attachment #27) 
6. Mel Richeda (attachment #28) 
7. Mel Richeda (attachment #29)  
 

EDUCATIONAL AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Bill Sturdevant, and seconded by Michael 

Bender, to approve the following: 

1. Motion to approve 2010-2011 Preschool ESY program 

beginning June 28, 2010 through August 5, 2010 at a rate 

of $15.00/day for regular education students.  

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

PERSONNEL AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Gil Moscatello, and seconded by Bill 

Sturdevant, to approve the following: 

1. Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, move to 

approve the 2010-2011 contract to Gwen DelValle as 

Supervisor of Special Services effective July 1, 2010 

to June 30, 2011 at a salary of $69,351.00. 

2. Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, move to 

approve the 2010-2011 contract to Lorraine Snyder, 

School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, 

effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 at a salary of 

$86,272.00.  

3. Motion to rescind the current contract for Dennis Fyffe 

to serve as Interim Superintendent of Schools for the 

2010-2011 school year.  
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Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote, for motions 1-3, of all board members 

present.  

 

A motion was presented by Bill Sturdevant and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, to approve the following: 

4. WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education has determined 
that it will change its Administrative structure from a 

half-time shared Superintendent of Schools and a full-

time Principal to Chief School Administrator model with a 

full-time Superintendent/Principal and a half-time 

Assistant; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Education would like to have Mr. 

Fyffe assist with the search for a permanent CSA during 

the 2010-2011 school year.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Stanhope Board of 

Education appoints Mr. Dennis Fyffe to serve as Interim 

Chief School Administrator for a period of July 1, 2010 

through June 30, 2011 at a rate of $700.00 per diem.  

5. Motion to approve the revised 2009-2010 Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary contract in accordance with 

the recommendations given by the Sussex County Executive 

County Superintendent.  

6. Motion to approve a Leave of Absence due to the birth of 
a child for Amanda Forest, 3

rd
 grade teacher, effective 

September 2, 2010 through November 3, 2010.  Mrs. Forest 

is requesting to use 12 of accumulated sick/personal 

days, (September 2, 2010-September 20, 2010) and then be 

placed on leave as set forth by the Federal Medical Leave 

Act (FMLA). (attachment #30) 

7. Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, move to 
approve the following staff and placements. 

 

*RECOMMENDED FOR TENURE 

STAFF NAME PLACEMENT SALARY 

Melanie Richeda AM  & PM Preschool $50,900.00 

Diane Curran Kindergarten $77,515.00 

Carole Grube Kindergarten $79,315.00 

Susan Davis 1
st
 grade $78,805.00 

Kathy Morrison 1
st
 grade $58,975.00 

Karen Henry 2
nd
 grade $75,205.00 

Meghan Jaust 2
nd
 grade $57,365.00 

Patricia Marra 3
rd
 grade $57,365.00 

Amanda Forest 3
rd
 grade $48,995.00 

Lisa Benedetto 4
th
 grade $53,865.00 

Jolene Winsor  * 4
th
 grade $50,900.00 

Kim Kurz 5
th
 grade $81,115.00 

Christina Rocco 5
th
 grade $47,400.00 

Jennifer Macones 6
th
 – 8

th
 grade social studies $53,865.00 

Robert Franceski 6
th
 – 8

th
 grade math $78,160.00 

Courtney Pipher 6
th
 – 8

th
 grade science $57,365.00 
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Karen Connelly 6
th
 – 8

th
 grade Spanish $48,995.00 

Terry Sndyer 6
th
 – 8

th 
grade language arts

 
$56,420.00 

Sherry Fehir 6
th
 – 8

th
 grade language arts $57,365.00 

Sara O’Neill K- 8
th
 grade Art $53,865.00 

Milanda Marshall K- 8
th
 grade Music (70%) $41,282.50 

G. Michael 

Middaugh 

K- 8
th
 grade Physical Education $57,365.00 

Maryann Simpson School Nurse/Health 6
th
 – 8

th
  $61,530.00 

Gloria Spencer Basic Skills K-3 $84,460.00 

Ellen Linder Special Education (ICS/RC) $79,060.00 

Lori Frazell Special Education (ICS) GT 

(80%) 

$56,256.00 

Patti Lusto Special Education (ICS/RC) $75,205.00 

Sandy Connallon Special Education (ICS/RC) $58,975.00 

Kelly Constantine Special Education (LLD)  $53,865.00 

Heidi Truesdell Special Education (ICS/RC) $62,475.00 

Pat Pallay Special Education (RC)  (50%) $26,932.50 

Alissa Girling  * Guidance Counselor (80%) $41,996.00 

Debbie Paich Classroom Aide $11.90/hour 

Melissa 

Lashevicki 

Classroom Aide $10.44/hour 

Patti Vance Classroom Aide $11.10/hour 

Diana Hergert Classroom Aide $10.44/hour 

Rosa Taddei Classroom Aide $11.45/hour 

Holly Marenzana Classroom Aide $10.44/hour 

Katelyn Downey Classroom Aide $10.44/hour 

Colleen Sweeney Classroom Aide $10.00/hour 

Lorianne Madonna Lunchroom Aide $11.39/hour 

Rosangela Tucker Lunchroom Aide $11.10/hour 

Dawn McPeek School Secretary 

(Principal/Main Office) 

$37,579.97 

Liz Brinkerhoff School Secretary 

(Superintendent/Main Office) 

$47,390.77 

Carissa Berkowicz Assistant to the Business 

Administrator 

$41,457.24 

Mary Stanek Secretary to CST (70%) $23,017.89 

Jim Scheer Head Custodian $47,019.39 

Winnie Conklin Custodian $33,120.00 

Frank Whitehead Part time Custodian (25 

hrs/week) 

$10.44/hour 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote, for motions 4-7, of all board members 

present.  
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BUSINESS / FACILITIES AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Bill Sturdevant, and seconded by Michael 

Stricchiola, to approve the following: 

1. Motion to approve the attached Field Trips for the 2009-
2010 school year. (attachment #31) 

2. Motion to approve the bills list for April 24, 2010 

through April 30, 2010 in the amount of $160,552.47. 

(attachment #32) 

3. Motion to approve the bills list for May 1, 2010 through 
May 12, 2010 in the amount of $171,984.80. (attachment 

#33)  

4. Motion to approve the April 1, 2010 through April 30, 
2010 bills list for the Cafeteria Account in the amount 

of $10,999.59. (attachment #34)    

5. Motion to approve the April 1, 2010 through April 30, 
2010 bills list for the Student Activity Account in the 

amount of $9,036.30. (attachment #35) 

6. Motion to approve the April 1, 2010 through April 30, 
2010 bills list for the Eighth Grade Account in the 

amount of $357.00. (attachment #36) 

7. Motion to approve the tax levy payment schedule for the 
2010-2011 school year as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION 

BE IT RESOLVED that the amount of tax monies required 

for school purposes for the 2010-2011 school year is 

$3,448,588.00 for the General Fund and $341,604.00 for 

Debt Services and that the Borough of Stanhope is 

hereby requested to place in the hands of the 

Treasurer of School Monies the below listed amounts. 

 

2010 General Fund Debt Service Total 

July $290,382.34 $28,467 $318,849.34 

August $290,382.34 $28,467 $318,849.34 

September $290,382.33 $28,467 $318,849.33 

October $290,382.33 $28,467 $318,849.33 

November $290,382.33 $28,467 $318,849.33 

December $290,382.33 $28,467 $318,849.33 

   

2011 General Fund Debt Service Total 

January $284,382.34 $42,701 $327,083.34 

February $284,382.34 $42,701 $327,083.34 

March $284,382.33 $42,700 $327,082.33 

April $284,382.33 $42,700 $327,082.33 

May $284,382.33 - $284,382.33 

June $284,382.33 - $284,382.33 
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8. Motion to approve the revised tuition-in contract between 
Stanhope Board of Education and Green Township Board of 

Education for student #121397 to attend the LLD program 

at the Valley Road School beginning April 26, 2010 and 

ending on June 30, 2010.  In addition to the per pupil 

tuition of $22,000.  (to be prorated), there will be the 

reimbursement of an aide, if required, at the per diem 

rate of $57.50.  

9. Motion to approve the revised tuition-in contract between 
Stanhope Board of Education and Green Township Board of 

Education for student #110695 to attend the LLD program 

at the Valley Road School beginning April 26, 2010 and 

ending on June 30, 2010.  In addition to the per pupil 

tuition of $22,000.  (to be prorated), there will be the 

reimbursement of an aide, if required, at the per diem 

rate of $57.50.  

10. Motion to approve the attached use of facilities form. 

(attachment #37) 

11. Motion to accept the certification of the General Fund 

Tax Levy Resolution from the Borough of Stanhope 

Governing Body, certifying $36,000.00 reduction in the 

tax levy (attachment #40) 
 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Stanhope Day 
2. Search for permanent CSA to begin approximately 

September/October 2010.  

 

OLD BUSINESS - none  

 

PUBLIC SESSION #2 – NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Policy #9030 – Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) 

minutes duration, during times when an audience of ten (10) or more residents exist.  

 

Ms. Anderson spoke regarding the repeated undercurrent of anti-

Semitism that has been going on in the school.  Mr. Fyffe addressed 

her concerns.  There will be changes in discipline in the upcoming 

year.  Bullying behaviors will be strongly addressed. 

 

Mrs. O’Toole asked about the fees for Preschool.  These fees will be 

discussed in committee on June 2, 2010 and approved at our June 

Meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was presented by Bill Sturdevant, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, that the Stanhope Board of Education adjourns the meeting 

at 9:21 p.m. 
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Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Lorraine E. Snyder 
 

School Board Secretary 

Approved 


