
STANHOPE PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

PUBLIC HEARING 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

March 28, 2012 

7:03 p.m. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

The Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of the Stanhope Board of 

Education was called to order on March 28, 2012 at 7:03 p.m. in the 

Media Center at the Valley Road School, 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New 

Jersey 07874. Board Members present included: Donna Kali, Jennifer 

Russell, Gil Moscatello, Michael Stiner, Gina Thomas and Gene Wronko.  

Erin Maiello entered the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Also attending were Dr. 

Maria Cleary, Chief School Administrator, Carissa Berkowicz, Acting 

Board Secretary, Susan Decker, Substitute Business Administrator and 

Nadia Inskeep, Assistant Principal.  Lorraine Snyder, Business 

Administrator/Board Secretary was absent.  There were 8 faculty 

members present and 10 community members. 

 

SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT – N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d; N.J.S.A. 10:4-10a 

“This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be 

recorded in the Minutes that in compliance with Chapter 231 of the 

Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act” Stanhope 

Board of Education located at 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey, 

has caused this notice to be posted at the Office of Stanhope Board of 

Education, mailed to the New Jersey Herald, the Municipal Clerk of the 

Borough of Stanhope, Stanhope Post Office, and posted at the Valley 

Road School, setting forth the time, date, and location of this 

meeting.” 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Stanhope School District will provide a diverse and challenging 

educational environment that encourages individual initiatives, 

fosters success through teamwork, promotes accountability, and 

demonstrates a passion for education excellence and ensures student 

achievement related to the Core Curriculum Content Standards.  The 

Stanhope School District is committed to the development of our 

students and staff, so that individual aspirations can be achieved 

throughout their lifetime. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT 

An Executive Session will be held for the purpose of personnel and 

attorney-client privilege information and contracts.  Formal action 

may or may not be taken.  

 

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

A motion was presented by Jennifer Russell, and seconded by Michael 

Stiner, to approve the following motions: 

1. February 15, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes 
2. February 15, 2012 Executive Session Meeting Minutes 
3. March 1, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes 
4. March 1, 2012 Executive Session Meeting Minutes 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  
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CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Maria Johnson (2) (attachment #1) 
2. Shelby Loftis (attachment #2) 
3. Rebecca Davies (attachment #3) 

 

Discussion: 

 The Board discussed Spirit Day activities.  

The Board discussed the positive opportunity of an exchange 

student.  

 

CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Dr. Maria Cleary 

1. Five HIB incidents reported 
2. Dr. Cleary explained activities taking place in the school 

a. Third Grade wax Museum 
b. Eighth Grade Midsummer Nights Dream 

3. Presentations (Public Hearing & Outreach Program) 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – PRESENTATION OF 2012-2013 BUDGET 

Dr. Cleary gave a Power Point Presentation of the 2012-2013 

Budget.  

 

OUTREACH PROGRAM PRESENTATION 

Dr. Pignatello and Mr. Byrne presented an overview of the 

Outreach Program to the Board of Education.  A handout was given 

for the Board to view.  

The Outreach Program is a private special education program that 

requested the use of the Valley Road School to operate within the 

general education facility. 

Discussion among the Board and the Dr. Pignatello took place 

regarding specifics about the program and how the district will 

benefit from the program.  

Mrs. Thomas mentioned to the Board that a motion is listed on the 

agenda to allow the Outreach Program to begin the application the 

State of New Jersey for operation within the Valley Road School.   

  

*Mrs. Maiello entered the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

 

PERSONNEL & CURRICULUM COMMITTEE – Chair: Jennifer Russell  

1. Time off policies and guidelines for staff 
2. No Curriculum Update 
 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE – Chair: Gene Wronko  

1. Roof Project (Linden Avenue) 
2. Outreach Program  
3. Linden Avenue Tenant:  Update 
4. Playground (Valley Road School) 

 

POLICY COMMITTEE – Chair:  Michael Stiner 

1. Mandated Policies vs. Customization Policies 
 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mrs. Gina Thomas 

 None 
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PUBLIC SESSION #1 – AGENDA ITEMS 
Policy #9030 – Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) 

minutes duration, during times when and audience of ten (10) or more residents exist. 

 

 Mrs. Clawson (Community Member) 

Based on the budget presentation, where is the district 

getting the money to support all the new programs?  

  

Mrs. Thomas stated that programs are not being cut.  

Through the use of shared-services, the district was able 

to support the costs with the budget.  

 

Will the Outreach Program cost the district any additional 

money by being located at the Valley Road School? 

 

Mrs. Thomas replied that no the district will no incur a 

cost by having the program located at the Valley Road 

School.  

 

Mrs. Clawson asked if students that are currently located 

at the district will be attending this program. 

 

Mrs. Thomas answered that there are two potential students 

that are currently based out of district that may possibly 

benefit from the program.  The savings will not be in the 

tuition, but in the transportation.  

 

 Mrs. Johnson (Community Member) 

Asked if anyone has reached out to the high school to see 

if they are interested in a program similar to the Outreach 

Program, so the students may transition to their location? 

 

Dr. Cleary answered that the high school has not been 

involved at this time, but conversation about it is a great 

idea.  

 

 Ms. Ferrer (Community Member) 

  Asked where the district is on the playground? 

 

Mrs. Thomas explained that the warrantee is on the product 

not the installation and that the district is moving 

forward with the company and hopes to have the playground 

fixed before the end of the year.  

 

 Mrs. Fehir (Faculty Member) 

Questioned how the grading will work for the Outreach 

students since they will be attending specials in the 

district.  

 

Dr. Pignatello answered that the students will be graded by 

the employees of the Outreach Program.  The teacher will 
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ask for the curriculum so it is familiar and the benefit of 

collaborative teaching will begin on its own.  

 

 Ms. Kunkle (Community Member) 

  Is the program inclusion? 

 

Mrs. Thomas stated that the students will only be included 

in specials, lunch and recess.  

 

 Mr. Kernizan (Community Member) 

  How is discipline handled in the Outreach Program? 

 

Dr. Pignatello answered that there is a point system in 

place.  Also, that the employees are trained and there are 

many of them to enforce the proper behaviors and be 

proactive.  In the event that an incident happens the 

employees of the program will handle it.  

 

 Mrs. Sweincki (Community Member) 

Stated that the Gifted and Talented room is currently being 

used by students in the school.  Mr. Sweincki asked that 

the Board does not forget these students.  

 

Dr. Cleary answered that the Gifted and Talented students 

are just as important and that the room is just space in 

the building.  The elimination of the space or different 

use of the space does not mean that the Gifted and Talented 

program will be eliminated.  

 

 Mrs. Connelly (Faculty Member) 

  Asked how many students are attending the Outreach Program? 

   

Dr. Pignatello answered that there are four potential 

students for the program.  

  

 Mrs. Clawson (Community Member) 

  Asked what Schoolwires, Inc. is? 

  

Dr. Cleary explained that it is going to be contracted 

company that will build the new website for the district.  

 

 

2012-2013 BUDGET 

A motion was presented by Gil Moscatello, and seconded by Jennifer 

Russell, to approve the following: 

1. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adopts the 2012-
2013 school district budget.  

 

The budget includes sufficient funds to provide curriculum and 

instruction which will enable all students to achieve the Core 

Curriculum Content Standards, and is in compliance with 

N.J.S.A. 18A and N.J.A.C. Title 6 and 6A.  
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Anticipated Enrollment: 365 students 

 

Expenditures 

 

General Current Expense 5,114,642$     

Capital Expenditures 151,802$        

Transfer to Charter Schools 60,663$           

Special Revenue Fund 121,111$        

Debt Service Fund 345,854$        

Total Expenditures 5,794,072$     

 

Revenues 

General Fund

Budgeted Fund Balance 160,275$          

Withdraw from Capital Reserve 70,000$             

Local Tax Levy 3,587,911$       

Tuition 23,361$             

Interest Earned on Capital Reserve 40$                     

Misc. Revenue 38,870$             

State Aid 1,446,650$       

Special Revenue Fund

Federal Aid 121,111$          

Debt Service Fund

Local Tax Levy 345,854$          

Total Revenues 5,794,072$        

 

As per N.J.A.C. 6A:23B-1.2(b), the budget provides for a 

maximum expenditure amount that may be allocated for travel 

and expense reimbursement in the amount of $15,000.00.  

 

The School Business Administrator shall track and record these 

costs to insure that the maximum amount is not exceeded.  

 

Included in the budget is a maximum regular business travel 

amount of $1,500.00 per employee.  

 

Roll Call:   

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

POLICY/BYLAWS/ADMINISTRATIVE 

A motion was presented by Michael Stiner, and seconded by Gene Wronko, 

to approve the following: 

1. Motion to approve the second reading of sections 2000 and 3000 
in the policy manual. 
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2. Motion to approve the first reading of Sections 4000 and 5000 
in the policy manual. 

Discussion: 

Mrs. Thomas explained the process of updating/modifying the policy 

manual.   

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

EDUCATION AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Jennifer Russell, and seconded by Gene 

Wronko, to approve the following: 

1. Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion 
to approve the submission of the Race To The Top Funding 

application in the amount of $2,257.00. 

2. Motion to approve the resolution to submit an application to 
the State of New Jersey to operate an Outreach Program in our 

schools and to negotiate the terms and conditions for the use 

of a portion of our school facilities for this program.  

3. Motion to approve the attached class trips during the 2011-
2012 school year. (attachment #5) 

 

Roll Call 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

TRAVEL/WORKSHOP REPORTS 

1. Sherry Fehir (attachment #6) 
2. Jenna Mathesius (2) (attachment #7) 
3. Maria Cleary (2) (attachment #8) 
4. Carole Grube (attachment #9) 
5. Milanda Marshall (attachment #10) 
6. Trish Marra (attachment #11) 
7. Sara O’Neill (attachment #12) 

 

PERSONNEL AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Jennifer Russell, and seconded by Michael 

Stiner, to approve the following: 

1. Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion 
to accept the resignation of Dawn Weiss, Cafeteria Aide, 

effective March 15, 2012.  

2. Upon the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, 

motion to approve Elizabeth Stanley as a Cafeteria Aide from 

March 16, 2012 through June 20, 2012 at the rate of $10.00 per 

hour for up to 12.5 hours per week.  

3. Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion 
to approve Susan Decker as Substitute Business Administrator 

effective April 26, 2012 through June 30, 2012 at a rate of 

$600.00 per day for up to 5 days per week.  

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  
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BUSINESS/FACILITIES AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

A motion was presented by Michael Stiner, and seconded by, Jennifer 

Russell, to approve the following: 

1. Motion to approve the professional Development Requests as per 
attached.  (attachment #13) 

2. Motion to approve the February 11, 2012 through February 29, 
2012 bills list in the amount of $405,373.69. (attachment #14) 

3. Motion to approve the March 1, 2012 through March 23, 2012 
bills list in the amount of $298,653.76. (attachment #15) 

4. Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of 

January 2012.  (attachment #16) 

5. Motion to approve the line item appropriation transfers for 
the month of January 2012 as recommended by the Chief School 

Administrator and the School Business Administrator.  

(attachment #17) 

6. Motion to approve the Board Secretary report for the month of 
January 2012.  Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A23-2.12(c) that as of 

January 31, 2012, no line item account has encumbrances and 

expenditures, which in total exceed the line item 

appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A23-2.11(a).  Pursuant 

to N.J.A.C. 6A23-2.12(c)4, the Stanhope Board of Education, 

after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 

financial reports certify that as of January 31, 2012 and upon 

consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the 

best of our knowledge, no major account or fund has been over 

expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A23-2.11 and that 

sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s 

financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.  

(attachment #18) 

7. Motion to approve the February 1, 2012 through February 29, 
2012 bills list for the Cafeteria Account in the amount of 

$11,370.48. (attachment #19) 

8. Motion to approve the February 1, 2012 through February 29, 
2012 bills list for the Student Activity Account in the amount 

of $1,641.65. (attachment #20) 

*No activity in the Eighth Grade Account for the month of 

February 2012.  

9. Motion to approve use of facilities as per attached.  

   (attachment #21) 

10. Approve a deduct change order to the contract with 

Panoramic Window & Door Systems, Inc. for the Window 

Replacement Project at Valley Road Elementary School in the 

amount of $6,000.00 for work allowance not required.  

11. Approve the submission of Payment Requisition #3 (final 

payment) for Panoramic Window & Door Systems, inc. in the 

amount of $6,650.00 for SDA Project #5030-505-10-G0ST; Valley 

Road Window Replacement Project.  

12. Motion to approve the services agreement between 

Schoolwires, Inc. and the Stanhope Board of Education 

effective May 1, 2012 terminating June 30, 2012 in the amount 

of $5,175.00.  

 



STANHOPE PUBLIC SCHOOLS PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES MARCH 28, 2012 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

8 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Hackettstown School District – Lock Down incident 
2. Graduation Dates – Tentative Calendar due to weather 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Walking Path to Condos – status on the correction of black top 
2. Booster Club – website is moving, still need to meet and keep 

the community updated 

 

PUBLIC SESSION #2 – NON AGENDA ITEMS 
Policy #9030 – Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) 

minutes duration, during times when and audience of ten (10) or more residents exist. 

 

 Ms. Ferrer (Community Member) 

Suggested with the weather change that the administration 

reminds students and parents of the dress-code.  

 

Parking Lot – asked if the parents can also be reminded of 

the proper procedures of the parking lot during drop-off 

and pick-up. Also, request from the municipality that the 

police drive by the parking lot during arrival and 

dismissal.  

 

 Mrs. Grube (Faculty Member) 

Asked about the status of the Preschool Program for the 

2012-2013 school year.  

 

Dr. Cleary stated that a cost analysis is being completed 

and a decision will be made based on the final costs.  

 

 Mrs. Plute (Community Member) 

Asked if the music program could be increased for the 

upcoming school year.  

 

Dr. Cleary stated that the district is trying to make sure 

all the students have some part of the program.  There has 

been discussion to try and re-align the music program as a 

choice for the electives.  The idea is still in the 

discussion phase.  

 

 Mrs. Rodek (Community Member) 

Expressed support for the music program and asked to bring 

the program back to full time status.  

 

Dr. Cleary explained that at this time the music program 

will be brought back to a full time status.  

 

Inquired about moving graduation to the Friday before the 

last day of school as it was done in the past.  
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Dr. Cleary responded that due to the 8
th
 Grade Dinner Dance 

being scheduled for that day, graduation will not be moved 

to the Friday prior to the last day of school.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was presented by Jennifer Russell, and seconded by Gene 

Wronko, to accept the following declaration of Executive Session as 

presented at 9:02 p.m.: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education adopt the 

following resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 

1975 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in 

certain circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education is of the opinion 

that such circumstances presently exist; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stanhope Board of 

Education, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that a 

closed session of this Board of Education (where the public 

shall be excluded) will be held at this time for the 

purpose of discussing contracts and attorney-client 

privilege.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the action of the Board with 

regard to the above entitled matter shall be disclosed to 

the public at a later date and to the extent that the same 

is not prejudicial to the interests of the parties involved 

and would not result in a possible invasion of their right 

to privacy.   

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present. 

 

RE-ENTER PUBLIC SESSION 

A motion was presented by Gil Moscatello, and seconded by Michael 

Stiner, that the Stanhope Board of Education return to Public Session 

at 9:46 p.m. 

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present. 

 

Discussions: 

1. HIB reports – the Board asked if the HIB procedures are being 
followed.  Dr. Cleary explained that the procedures are in 

place and being followed.  She stressed the confidentiality of 

all students.  If the Board members are quested about a HIB 

incident, they are to instruct the person to contact the 

administration.  

2. Education Foundation – Request to have the foundation renewed 
for the upcoming school year.  

3. CSA Review – The CSA contract is merit based on evaluation.  
The Board was given instruction on how to complete the CSA 

evaluation.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was presented by Gene Wronko, and seconded by Michael Stiner, 

that the Stanhope Board of Education adjourns the meeting at 10:03 

p.m. 

 

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present.  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Carissa A. Berkowicz 
 

Acting Board Secretary 

Approved 


