
STANHOPE PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 19, 2012 

7:04 p.m. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

The Regular Meeting of the Stanhope Board of Education was called to 

order on September 19, 2012 at 7:04 p.m. in the Media Center at the 

Valley Road School, 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey 07874. Board 

Members present included: Donna Kali, Erin Maiello, Gil Moscatello, 

Michael Stiner, Jennifer Russell, Gina Thomas and Gene Wronko.  Also 

attending were Dr. Maria Cleary, Chief School Administrator, Carissa 

Berkowicz, Interim Board Secretary and Susan Decker, Interim Business 

Administrator.  There were 5 community members and 3 faculty members 

present. 

 

Sunshine Law Statement – N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d; N.J.S.A. 10:4-10a 

This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be 

recorded in the minutes that in compliance with Chapter 231 of the 

Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act,” Stanhope 

Board of Education, located at 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey, 

has caused this notice to be posted at the office of the Stanhope 

Board of Education, mailed to the New Jersey Herald, the Municipal 

Clerk of the Borough of Stanhope, the Stanhope Post Office, and posted 

at the Valley Road School and Linden Avenue School, setting forth the 

time, date, and location of the meeting.  

 

Mission Statement 

The Stanhope School District will provide a diverse and challenging 

educational environment that encourages individual initiatives, 

fosters success through teamwork, promotes accountability, 

demonstrates a passion for educational excellence and ensures student 

achievement related to the Core Curriculum Content Standards.  The 

Stanhope School District is committed to the development of our 

students and staff, so that individual aspirations can be achieved 

throughout their lifetime.  

 

Presentations 

1. EE4NJ Presentation & Discussion 
Robert Fisicaro, NJDOE, Implementation Manager for 

Stanhope and LVHS 

An explanation of the Evaluation Reform for New Jersey 

was presented to the Board.  The process and expectations 

of the district were discussed.  More information may be 

found at www.state.nj.us/education/evaluation.  

2. Maschio’s Food Service Presentation & Discussion 
Christine Traks, Kenneth Torchia, Kristin Kendelski 

Presentation and Review of the regulations required by 

the Federal Government Department of Agriculture and the 

State of New Jersey with regards to the newly updated 

lunch program.   

 

Correspondence 

1. Kim Ferrer (attachment #1) 
 

Chief School Administrator’s Report – Dr. Maria Cleary 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/evaluation
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1. HIB Report – 1 report for the month of September 
2. School Opening (gleaming building, new student 

information system, cafeteria online payment) 

3. The new website will be launch shortly 
4. The school sign installation planned for tomorrow 
5. NCLB (No Child Left Behind) submittal of grant. 
6. Calendar Changes: 

- September 21, 2012 changed to an Early Dismissal 

for student (12:15 p.m.), the faculty and staff 

will be attending an in-service (Teachscape Teacher 

Training) 

- September 24, 2012 Back to School Night 

7.  Assistant Principal/Supervisor Update – Mr. Hansen has 
joined the district for the month of September.  Added 

music to the opening of the school day. Mr. Hansen will 

not be staying on after the end of the month and the 

district has been exploring the avenues of his 

replacement.  

 

Mrs. Thomas stated that there will be a motion added to 

the agenda this evening empowering Dr. Cleary to hire an 

Interim Assistant Principal/Supervisor for the school 

year during the time between board meetings so someone 

may begin immediately. 

  

Board discussion followed which included; future roll of 

the position, interview process for candidate and board 

members’ assistance with the interview process so 

collaborative agreement will be in place prior to formal 

appointment and contract at the October meeting.     

 

Personnel & Curriculum Committee – Mrs. Jennifer Russell (Chair) 

1. Assistant Principal Update  
2. Resignation of CSA Secretary 
3. Substitute caller stipend job description 

 

Business Services Committee – Mr. Gil Moscatello 

1. Status of Linden Ave roof project – 9 bids received 
2. Status of school sign 
3. Status of playground installation (small playground) 
4. Cafeteria lighting 
5. Status of keyless entry project (security) 
6. Review of summer projects: 

a. conversion of woodshop into two rooms 
b. drainage project between basketball courts and 

playground 

c. refinishing of gym floors 
d. replacement, additional cameras and upgrade to 

recording system 

e. repair of walking path 
f. installation of tile floors 

7. Budget info 
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a. Out of District Tuition Account 
b. Status of Outreach Program – currently the program 

is awaiting final State approval.  

 

Policy Committee – Mr. Michael Stiner (Chair) 

1. Revised vacation policy for Secretarial/Clerical Support 
Staff 

2. Will have legal review of revisions  
3. Outlined schedule for reviewing remaining policies and 

policy alerts  

a. Will review policy alerts from Strauss Esmay via 

email w/ Policy Committee members as they are 

received 

b. Policy sections 6000 and 7000 revisions on 

September Board Meeting agenda for 1
st
 reading 

c. Review Policy sections 8000 and 9000 for October 

Policy Committee meeting 

d. Goal is to complete all sections of Policy manual 
(1

st
 & 2

nd
 readings) by December Board Meeting 

 

Board President’s Report – Mrs. Gina Thomas 

1. Waterloo Village Information – trying to re-open 
2. Striving for Success – Ms. Mathesius is working with the 

community to receive feedback.  

3. Stanhope Day – pre-planning has begun.  In hopes to 

showcase the school, the Board of Ms. Mathesius will be 

working to the plan.  Mrs. Thomas asked the Board to 

volunteer for a committee to assist Ms. Mathesius.  Mr. 

Moscatello, Mrs. Maiello and Mrs. Thomas volunteered.  

4. Maschio’s – thank you for the informative presentation.  
There will also be representatives from Maschio’s 

available at Back to School Night for parents to ask 

questions.  

 

Public Session #1 – Agenda Items 

Policy #9030; each statement made by a participant shall be limited to 

five (5) minutes duration, during times when an audience of ten (10) 

or more residents exists.  

 

 Mrs. Johnson (Community Member) 

  The Interim Assistant Principal was appointed for September 

  at a full time status and last year the Assistant Principal 

  was only part time.  How is this increase going to affect  

  the budget? 

  Mrs. Thomas answered that with the budgeted shared services 

  and benefit’s portion of the shared services, the cost to  

  the district is approximately the same. 

  The board at this time has not defined the model that will  

  be followed for the remainder of the year.   

   

  How many students are coming back to the district that will 

  be attending the Outreach Program? 
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  Mrs. Thomas answered that there are two students from our  

  district that will be attending the Outreach Program   

  located at the Valley Road School, but out of district  

  tuition costs will be given to the Outreach Program and the 

  savings will be seen in the transportation.   

 

  How much is the installation costing the district to   

  install the playground, is there a cost to installing the  

  playground? 

  Mrs. Thomas stated that there is a cost to installing the  

  playground, which includes not only the installation but  

  also the excavating of the land for the installation.  The  

  installation and excavating is around $11,000.00.  A   

  reminder was given that the donated playground includes the 

  full warrantee.  

   

Administrative Action Items  

A motion was presented by Gene Wronko, and seconded by Michael Stiner, 

to approve the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion to 

 approve the following action items: 

1. Goals and Objectives set forth by the Stanhope Board of 
Education for the 2012-2013 school year. (attachment #2) 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

Policy Action Items  

A motion was presented by Michael Stiner, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, to approve the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion to 

 approve the following action items: 

1. First reading of the revised policy section 6000 Finance.  
2. First reading of the revised policy section 7000 

Property.  

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 

 

Education Action Items  

A motion was presented by Gene Wronko, and seconded by Gil Moscatello, 

to approve the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion to 

 approve the following action items: 

1. Field Trips for the 2012-2013 school year.  (attachment 
#3) 

2. Out of District placement to the Lake Drive School for 
classified student number 5073004.  Contract agreement 

between the Mountain Lakes Board of Education and the 
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Stanhope Board of Education shall retroactively commence 

September 6, 2012 through June 30, 2013 at an annual cost 

of $59,150.00 (SY) plus all expenses for related services 

required by the IEP, tuition subject to State audit. 

3. Amend the Out of District placement to the Calais School 
for classified student number 4718420916 to reflect 

Extended School Year only in the amount of $6,095.60 plus 

all expenses for related services required by the IEP, 

tuition subject to State audit.  

4. Out of District Placement to the Park Lake School for 
classified student number 3005978995.  Contract agreement 

between the Educational Services Commission of Morris 

County and the Stanhope Board of Education shall commence 

retroactively to September 1, 2012 through September 30, 

2012 at a monthly cost of $5,760.00 plus all expenses for 

related services required by the IEP, tuition subject to 

State audit.  

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 

 

Personnel Action Items  

A motion was presented by Gene Wronko, and seconded by Michael Stiner, 

to approve the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion to 

 approve the following action items: 

1. Approve, with regret, the resignation of Dawn McPeek, 

Main Office/CSA Secretary effective September 7, 2012.  

(attachment #4) 

2. Approve the Substitute Caller Job Description. 

(attachment #5) 

3. Approve Diana Hergert for the Substitute Caller Stipend 
during the 2012-2013 school year in the amount of 

$2,000.00.  

4. Approve the REVISED hours for Amy Guenzel from “not to 
exceed” 15 hours per week to “not to exceed” 18 hours per 

week; an additional 12 hours per month may be assigned at 

the discretion of the Supervisor of Special Services.  

5. Approve the following additions to the list of substitute 
teacher for the 2012-2013 school year: 

Name Position Certificate 

Wonson, Paul Substitute  Substitute 

Fahey, Colleen Substitute Teacher 

Schlosser, Elise Substitute Teacher 

6. Approve Alyssa Puleo as a classroom aide during the 2012-
2013 school year, retroactively from September 17, 2012 

through June 30, 2013 at a rate of $12.00 per hour not to 

exceed 28.75 hours per week. 

7. Approve Courtney Pipher for the Extra Curricular 

Detention Stipend during the 2012-2013 school year at a 

rate of $15.00 per hour.  
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8. List of Substitutes for the 2012-2013 school year pending 
completion of the criminal history background check: 

Name Position Certificate 

Lynn Van Nosdall Substitute Teacher  

Substitute 

Secretary 

Teacher 

9. Motion to authorize the Chief School Administration to 
appoint an Interim Assistant Principal/Supervisor 

effective October 1, 2012 for the 2012-2013 school year 

at a rate not to exceed $500.00 per diem.  Formal action 

will take place at the October 2012 meeting. 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 

 

Business Services Action Items 

A motion was presented by Gil Moscatello, and seconded by Jennifer 

Russell, to approve the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, motion to 

 approve the following action items: 

1. Approve the Use of Facilities during the 2012-2013 school 
year.  (attachment #6) 

2. Approve the line item appropriation transfers for the 

month of July 2012 as recommended by the Chief School 

Administrator and the School Business Administrator.  

(attachment #7) 

3. Approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of July 

2012. (attachment #8) 

4. Approve the Board Secretary Report for the month of July 
2012.  Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23.212(c) that as of July 

31, 2012, no line item account has encumbrances and 

expenditures, which in total exceed the line item 

appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a).  

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.14(c) 4, the Stanhope Board 

of Education, after review of the Board Secretary’s and 

Treasurer’s monthly financial reports certify that as of 

July 31, 2012 and upon consultation with the appropriate 

district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no 

major account or fund has been over expended in violation 

of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 and that sufficient funds are 

available to meet the district’s financial obligations 

for the remainder of the fiscal year.  (attachment #9) 

5. Approve the August 1, 2012 through August 31, 2012 bills 
list in the amount of $185,183.52.  (attachment #10) 

6. Approve the July 1, 2012 through July 31, 2012 bills list 
for the Capital Projects account in the amount of $23.25.  

(attachment #11) 

7. Approve the Agreement between Partnerships in Education, 
Inc., T/A The Outreach Program and the Stanhope Board of 

Education; contract subject to attorney review. 

(attachment #12) 
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8. Approve the September 1, 2012 through September 7, 2012 
bills list in the amount of $41,584.80.  (attachment #13) 

9. Approve the additional use of facilities as per attached.  
(attachment #14) 

10. Adopt the following Resolution for the Award of Bid – 

Roof Renovations at the Linden Avenue School:  

(attachment #15) 

 

WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education, pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-1, et seq., publicly advertised and 

solicited for sealed bids for a roof renovations project 

at the Linden Avenue School; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with that advertisement, the bids 

were received, publicly opened and read aloud in the 

Conference Room, 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, on September 

13, 2012; and 

 

WHEREAS, the projected budget amount for the entire 

project is $70,000.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, Imperium Construction, Inc. submitted a bid in 

the amount of $61,600.00, inclusive of the base bid and 

roof drain allowance, for the roof renovations project at 

the Linden Avenue School; and  

 

WHEREAS, Imperium Construction, Inc. has been deemed to 

be the lowest responsive and responsible bidder for said 

roof project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the total cost of the Project is under the 

project’s budgeted amount;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Education, 

upon the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator 

that the bid be awarded as follows to: 

 

Imperium Construction, Inc., 338 Scholes Street, 

Brooklyn, New York  11206, in the amount of $61,600.00, 

subject to the terms and conditions of a contractual 

agreement.  

11. Amend the motion approved on August 28, 2012 accepting 

the 2012-2013 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Grant funds to 

reflect acceptance as follows: 

Title I $25, 

750.00 

 

Title IIA $6,401.00  

Title III $0.00 Title III Grants less than $10,000.00 

must be refused.  

  

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 
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New Business 

None 

 

 

Old Business 

None 

 

 

Public Session #2 – Non Agenda Items 

Policy #9030; each statement made by a participant shall be limited to 

five (5) minutes duration, during times when an audience of ten (10) 

or more residents exists.  

  

 Mrs. Johnson (Community Member)  

  Asked why the basketball courts are locked after hours.   

   

  Mrs. Thomas stated that the district will look into the  

  insurance liability of keeping the basketball courts open. 

 

  Reminded the Board that Byram Recreation is still charging  

  Stanhope residents additional fees for participation in  

  programs.   

 

  The Board thanked Mrs. Johnson for the update.  

 

 Ms. Ferrer (Community Member) 

  Asked when the calendars will arrive? 

 

  Dr. Cleary stated that they are at the printer and will be  

  arriving shortly.  

 

  Honeywell is still alerting parents of students that have  

  graduated.  

  

  The Board suggested contacting the main office to be   

  removed from Honeywell if still receiving notifications. 

 

  Asked where to direct Use of Facilities questions and   

  requests?  

 

  Directed to contact the Business Office until further   

  notice.  
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Adjournment 

A motion was presented by Jennifer Russell, and seconded by Gil 

Moscatello, that the Stanhope Board of Education adjourns the meeting 

at 8:45 p.m.: 

 

Voice Vote: 

All in favor roll voice vote of all board members present. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Carissa A. Berkowicz 
 

Interim Board Secretary 

Approved 

 


