
Stanhope Board of Education 

24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey 

Media Center 

Regular Meeting  

Minutes 

February 24, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance  

The Regular Meeting of the Stanhope Board of Education was called to order on February 24, 

2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center at the Valley Road School, 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New 

Jersey 07874. Board Members present included:  Najib Iftikhar, Cynthia Percarpio, Mattia 

Scharfstein, Daniele Ferrone, Frank Shay, and Gil Moscatello.  Also attending were Timothy 

Nicinski, Superintendent, and Gordon Gibbs, Board Secretary/Business Administrator.  There 

were 3 community members present and 4 faculty members present.   

 

 

Sunshine Law Statement – N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d; N.J.S.A. 10:4-10a 

This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be recorded in the minutes that in 

compliance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings 

Act,” Stanhope Board of Education, located at 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey, has 

caused this notice to be posted at the office of the Stanhope Board of Education, mailed to the 

New Jersey Herald, the Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Stanhope, the Stanhope Post Office, 

and posted at the Valley Road School and Linden Avenue School, setting forth the time, date, 

and location of the meeting.  

 

 

Mission Statement 

The Stanhope School District will provide a diverse and challenging educational environment 

that encourages individual initiatives, fosters success through teamwork, promotes 

accountability, demonstrates a passion for educational excellence and ensures student 

achievement related to the Core Curriculum Content Standards.  The Stanhope School District 

is committed to the development of our students and staff, so that individual aspirations can be 

achieved throughout their lifetime.  

 

 

Executive Session Announcement 

 

Two Executive Sessions will be held, first for the purpose of deliberation of Board Member 

Candidates and second, for the purpose of personnel.  Formal action may be taken.  

 

*Note:  The first executive session was cancelled.  
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Presentations 

 

1. EVVRS / HIB-ITP Presentation – Mr. Steven Hagemann 

One student reported and suspended for 2 days between July 2015 and December 

2015.  

 

 

Correspondence (Agenda Item 1) 

 

1. RoNetco ShopRite (attachment #1) 

 

 

Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Timothy Niciniski 

 

1. HIB/ABS/Suspensions (2 students in-school suspension for a total of 5 days) 

2. EVVRS Submission 

3. Mid-year budget review 

4. All schools concert – Congratulations to Participants 

5. IHOP Fundraiser – Raised $500, thank you faculty and staff 

6. Superintendents’ Roundtable Student Award – Zoe Moppert 

7. GI Go Fund – Jeans for Troops 

8. Updated, mobile-friendly school website  

9. Cat In The Hat visit – Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast for Elementary School 

Students 

10. Scholastic Book Fair 

11. Hash Tag the Vibe – Cententary College communication to families  

12. Recognition of Carissa Berkowicz, former interim Board Secretary 

 

 

Curriculum Update 

Rubicon/Atlas 

 Continue scaffolding of Social Studies curriculum K-8.  

 Continued the entering of Readers Writers Workshop curriculum into the Rubicon 

system. 

 Worked with teachers in curriculum workshop to begin work on Language Arts 

curriculum for grades 6, 7 and 8. 

 Introduced teachers to new resources to support NGSS. 

 

Professional Development 

 Assisted building level administrative teams when requested and attended 

Superintendents meetings. 

 Attended weekly PLC’s with teachers to discuss curriculum. 
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 Finished mid-year SGO reviews with all staff. 

 Attended Sussex County Curriculum Consortium workshop: PARCC Assessments and 

the CCSS: English Language Arts/Literacy presented by the NJDOE. 

 Presented a Rubicon Workshop for teacher in-service day. 

 Assisted in the interview process for STEM/EIE replacement. 

 

 

Personnel & Curriculum Committee Meeting Update – Mrs. Cynthia Percarpio (Chair) 

 

1. Stem & Guidance – Substitute Hires on tonight’s agenda 

 

 

Business Services Committee Meeting Update – Mr. Najib Iftikhar (Chair) 

 

1. Presentation at March meeting – Solar Panel Project 

2. Update on quotes for pad work at Valley Road School 

3. Linden Avenue School - The Board is interested in leasing the property at this 

time.  (Broker approval on tonight’s agenda)   

 

 

Policy Committee Meeting Update – Mrs. Mattia Scharfstein (Chair) 

 

1. Review of policies presented on tonight’s agenda 

 

 

Sussex County Educational Services Commission Update – Mr. Gil Moscatello 

 

1. Budget process (no tax money received, 4% administrative increase) 

2. Reported that the area Catholic Private Schools are closing and those 

students will seek educational services and schools, or attend find another 

Catholic Private School to attend.  

 

 

Board President’s Report – Mr. Gil Moscatello 

 

1. Ethics Update – May 11, 2016 at regular meeting, Robynn Meehan from 

NJSBA will present.  

2. Meeting at Byram with Curriculum Coordinator – plans to monitor curricular 

program 

3. Sharing of Advisors between the districts to allow more activities for the 

student. 

4. Common Calendar – differences are based on individual school contracts 
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5. Water complaint from resident – 140’ – 150’ away from drain pipe that comes 

from the Valley Road School property.  At this point it is determined that it is 

a drainage issue that does not stem from the school.  

6. Comprehensive Equity Plan 

 

 

Board Of Education Candidate Interviews 

 

1. Jonathan Clauson (7:15 p.m.) 

 

 

Candidate Selection 

A motion was presented by Mattia Scharfstein, and seconded by Najib Iftikhar to approve the 

following: 

 

1. WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education has conducted a search process 

for a board vacancy through advertisement and solicitation of resumes, and 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.A.C. 18A:12-15, the 

Stanhope Board of Education hereby appoints Jonathan Clauson as a member 

of the Board of Education to fill the vacancy for a term to commence 

immediately upon adoption of resolution and to continue until the Board’s 

2017 organization meeting following the Annual School Election in 

November 2016.   

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

Mr. Clauson read the Oath of Office and was seated on the board.  

 

 

Public Session #1 – Agenda Items 

Policy #0167; Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) minutes duration, during 

times when an audience of ten (10) or more residents exists.  

 

 Mrs. Palermo (community member) 

  In reference to the 2016-2017 school calendar, what is the start date and what is  

  the end date? 

   The board shared that the start date will be September 7, 2016 and the  

   end date will be June 23, 2017.  

 

 Mrs. Meisner (Tri Town Committee – Byram, Stanhope, Netcong) 
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  Mrs. Meisner informed the board the background to the Tri Town Summer  

  Recreation Program and the use of the schools in the areas.  She explained that  

  when using all three schools or two of the three schools, it is difficult to pick up  

  all the supplies for the program and transport them from one school to the next.  

  Last summer, the program was able to use the Linden Avenue School as the  

  second location and loved the facilities for the program.  There were some issues, 

  the first week there the school also had the Extended School Year programs  

  going on at the same time so free choice time for the summer camp was held in  

  the hallway because the other classrooms were not available.  The second issue  

  was the third week of the camp there were 54 children in the program.  The  

  facility is just not big enough to house the program with all the activities.  The Tri 

  Town  Summer Recreation is requesting that the program return to the Valley  

  Road School.  With the average of students participating in the camp growing, it  

  would allow better space for the activities.  

 

  Mr. Moscatello explained that the summer is the time that the district needs to  

  address the annual maintenance and cleaning of the entire school.  There is a  

  need to strip floors (classrooms, hallways, gymnasium, and cafeteria) and this  

  requires the removal of all furniture and items from each room.  This process  

  takes time that the custodial and maintenance staffs only have in the summer.  

  The Board needs to touch base with the facilities person to see what the plan is  

  for the summer and what projects are planned.  

 

  Mr. Moscatello asked what three weeks the camp will be possibly running in  

  Stanhope and where will they be for the other weeks of the program.  

 

  Mrs. Meisner requested the first three weeks of August for Stanhope and the  

  camp will run three weeks in July at the Netcong School.  She stated that the  

  Byram Schools are having some custodial concerns and may not be able to house  

  the program this summer. If the Valley Road School is not available, we may just  

  have to use the Linden Avenue School for this year and will make it work.  

 

  Mr. Nicinski explained some options that the school is looking into in order to  

  determine if the program can be held at Stanhope this summer.  First, is Linden  

  Avenue going to be rented this summer and therefor is not available.  Second, if  

  the program is located at the Valley Road School the access to the building will  

  be limited so the custodial staff can stay on schedule with the maintenance and  

  cleaning. The Board will have to approve the facilities request and then the  

  determination as to the location will come at a later date.  
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Travel & Workshop Reports 

 

1. Steve Hagemann (attachment #2) 

2. Susan Davis (attachment #3) 

 

 

Minutes for Approval  

A motion was presented by Najib Iftikhar, and seconded by Frank Shay, to approve the 

following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following: 

  

1. January 20, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes (attachment #4) 

  

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

 

Administrative Action Items 

A motion was presented by Mattia Scharfstein, and seconded by Frank Shay, to approve the 

following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Administrative action items: 

 

1. Approve the Suspension and Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying Report.  

(attachment #5) 

2. Approve the 2015-2016 EVVRS / HIB-ITP data reporting for the first half of 

the school year.  (attachment #6) 

3. Approve the authorization and submittal for full implementation, the 

Comprehensive Equity Plan Annual Statement of Assurance for the 2016-

2017 through – 2018-2019 school years as per attached.  (attachment #7) 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

 

Policy Action Items 

A motion was presented by Cynthia Percarpio, and seconded by Mattia Scharfstein, to approve 

the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Policy action items: 

https://docs.google.com/a/stanhopeschools.org/file/d/0BzkftmY3y046cWN3b25TRWFZeWM/edit
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1. Approve the second reading of the following policies as per attached.  

(attachment #8) 

  1240  Evaluation of Superintendent 

  3221  Evaluation of Teachers 

  3222  Evaluation of Teaching Staff Members, Excluding 

Teachers and Administrators 

  3223  Evaluation of Administrators, Excluding Principals, 

Vice Principals, and Assistant Principals 

  3431.1  Family Leave 

  4431.1  Family Leave 

  5337   Service Animals (NEW) 

  5516  Use of Electronic Communication and Recording  

    Devices (ECRD) 

2. Approve the second reading of the following regulations as per attached.  

(attachment #9) 

  R1240  Evaluation of Superintendent 

  R3221  Evaluation of Teachers 

  R3222  Evaluation of Teaching Staff Members, Excluding  

    Teachers and Administrators 

  R3223  Evaluation of Administrators, Excluding Principals, 

    Vice Principals, and Assistant Principals 

 

3. Approve the first reading of the following bylaws as per attached.  

(attachment #10) 

  0160.1  Board Member Participation at Board Meetings  

    Using Electronic Devices 

 

4. Approve the first reading of the following policies as per attached.  

(attachment #11) 

  4432  Vacation, Holiday, Summer Schedule, Personal  

    Days, Sick Leave 12-Month Secretarial/Clerical  

    Support Staff 

  4433  Vacation, Holiday, Summer Schedule, Personal  

    Days, Sick Leave 12-Month Maintenance/Custodial  

    Staff 

  

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

 

 

 



Stanhope Board of Education 

Regular Meeting  

February 24, 2016 
 

8 
 

Education Action Items 

A motion was presented by Cynthia Percarpio, and seconded by Najib Iftikhar, to approve the 

following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Education action items: 

 

1. Approve the trips for the 2015-2016 school year as per attached.  (attachment 

#12) 

2. Approve the termination of contract for Out of District placement to the 

Inclusive Learning Academy – Stanhope Campus for classified student 

number 3289122441 effective January 31, 2016.  

3. Approve the adoption of English as a Second Language K-8 Curriculum. 

(attachment #13) 

4. Approve the submission of Bilingual/ESL Three-Year Program for school 

years 2014-2017. (attachment #14) 

5. Approve the calendar for the 2016-2017 school year as per attached. 

(attachment #15) 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present. 

 

 

Personnel Action Items  

A motion was presented by Cynthia Percarpio, and seconded by Daniele Ferrone, to approve 

the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Personnel action items: 

 

1. Accept with regret the resignation of Victoria Marcus, Paraprofessional Aide, 

effective February 23, 2016. (attachment #16) 

2. Approve appointment of Larissa Potosnak as long term leave replacement for 

Guidance Counselor position at the per diem rate of $125.00 beginning on or 

about April 6, 2016 through June 30, 2016, pending clearance of criminal 

history review. 

3. Approve appointment of Sara Beattie as long term leave replacement 

substitute for  STEM Teacher at the daily substitute teacher rate from March 

8, 2016 through June 30, 2016.  

4. Approve appointment of Maureen Mason for Fitness Club Advisor stipend 

position for the 2015-2016 school year at an annual amount of $500.00. 
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5. Approve appointment of Julio Picallo as .06 Part Time ESL Teacher for the 

2015-2016 school year at BA Step 4 $53,805, prorated, pending clearance of 

criminal history review. 

6. Approve appointment of the following individuals as substitutes, as detailed 

below, for the 2015-2016 school year pending criminal history review, where 

necessary:  

7.  

Appointment of Louis Picaro, as Part Time Paraprofessional Aide, effective 

Monday, February 29, 2016 for the 2015-2016 school year at a rate of $12.00 

per hour, not to exceed 28.75 hours per week, pending criminal history 

review clearance.  

8. Approve request for high school student Samantha Sweizer, to observe Leslie 

Salmon, Occupational Therapist, on Tuesday, March 1, 2016.  

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

 

Business Services Action Items  

A motion was presented by Cynthia Percarpio, and seconded by Najib Iftikhar, to approve the 

following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Business Services action items: 

 

1. Approve the line item appropriation transfers for the month of December 

2015 as recommended by the Superintendent and the Business 

Administrator.  (attachment #17) 

2. Approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December 2015.  

(attachment #18) 

3. Approve the Board Secretary’s report for the month of December 2015.  

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.12(c) that as of December 31, 2015, no line item 

account has encumbrances and expenditures, which in total exceed the line 

item appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a).  Pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 6A:23.2.14(c) 4, the Stanhope Board of Education, after review of the 

Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly financial reports certify that as of 

December 31, 2015 and upon consultation with the appropriate district 

officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major account or fund has been 

over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 ant that sufficient funds are 

Name Position Certificate 

Jennifer Bickar Substitute Teacher Teacher certificate 

Sheri Wichart Substitute Custodian N/A 
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available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the 

fiscal year.  (attachment #19) 

4. Approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 

Waiver of Requirements 

Special Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) Program 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.3 provides that a school district may request a 

waiver of compliance with respect to the district’s participation in the Special 

Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) Program for the 2016-2017 school year.  
 

WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education desires to apply for this waiver 

due to the fact that it projects having fewer than 40 Medicaid eligible 

classified students.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Stanhope Board of 

Education hereby authorizes the Superintendent to submit to the Executive 

County Superintendent of Schools in the County of Sussex, an appropriate 

waiver of the requirements of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.3 for the 2015-2016 school 

year.  

5. Approve the January 15, 2016 through January 31, 2016 bill list in the amount 

of $398,864.76.  (attachment #20) 

6. Approve the February 1, 2016 through February 18, 2016 bill list in the 

amount of $394,108.62.  (attachment #21) 

7. Approve the December 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 Cafeteria Account 

bill list in the amount of $8,405.51.  (attachment #22) 

8. Approve the December 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 Student Activity 

Account bill list in the amount of $767.75.  (attachment #23) 

9. Approve the December 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 Eighth Grade 

Account bill list in the amount of $2,850.00.  (attachment #24) 

10. Approve the acceptance of a $250.00 monetary donation to the Student 

Activity Account – Music Program from RoNetco Supermarkets, Inc.   

11. Approve 24-month rental/rent to purchase agreement between Portasoft of 

Morris County, Inc. and Stanhope Board of Education for the purpose of a 

commercial water softener for the Valley Road School at a cost of $60.00 per 

month with a $595.00 installation fee and cost for required town permits.   

12. Approve the agreement between American Properties Realty, Inc. and the 

Stanhope Board of Education as Broker for the leasing potentials of the 

Linden Avenue School, effective February 25, 2016 through June 30, 2016, at a 

commission of 5% of the rental rate.   

13. Approve the Facilities Use Requests as per attached.  (attachment #25) 

14. Approve the Professional Development Requests as per attached.  

(attachment #26) 

15. Approve additional Facilities Use Request as per attached.  (attachment #28) 



Stanhope Board of Education 

Regular Meeting  

February 24, 2016 
 

11 
 

16. Approve additional Professional Development request as per attached.  

(attachment #29) 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor roll call vote of all board members present.  

 

 

New Business 

 

1. Mr. Shay shared a Nickelodeon Program idea (highlighted child in the 

country once a month) – Jaylen’s Challenge “Bullying No Way!”  Program is 

run by students.  It is a nationwide program and wrist bands are provided to 

show participation.  

Mr. Nicinski will look into the program to see what it is all about.  

 

 

Old Business 

 

 None 

 

 

Public Session #2 – Non Agenda Items 

Policy #0167; Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) minutes duration, during 

times when an audience of ten (10) or more residents exists.  

 

 Mrs. Palermo (community member) 

  Mrs. Palermo asked how the school will be addressing the snow days for the  

  current school year.  

   Mr. Nicinski stated that the district is looking to take the days off from  

   the end of the school year.   

  

 

Executive Session #2 

A motion was presented by Cynthia Percarpio, and seconded by Najib Iftikhar, to accept the 

following declaration of Executive Session as presented at 9:15 p.m.: 

 

  BE IT RESOLVED that the Stanhope Board of Education adopts the following  

  resolution: 

 

  WHEREAS, the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 permits the  

  exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
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  WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education is of the opinion that such   

  circumstances presently exist;  

 

  NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stanhope Board of Education,  

  County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey, that a closed session of this Board of  

  Education (where the public shall be excluded) will be held at this time for the  

  purpose of personnel.  

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the action of the Board with regard to the  

  above entitled matter shall be disclosed to the public at a later date and to the  

  extent that the same is not prejudicial to the interests of the parties involved and  

  would not result in a possible invasion of their right to privacy.   (attachment  

  #27) 

 

Roll Call: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present. 

 

 

Re-Enter Public Session 

A motion was presented by Frank Shay, and seconded by Mattia Scharfstein, that the Stanhope 

Board of Education return to Public Session at 9:34 p.m.: 

 

Voice vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present. 

 

 

Adjournment 

A motion was presented by Najib Iftikhar, and seconded by Daniele Ferrone, that the Stanhope 

Board of Education adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 
 

Voice vote: 

All in favor voice vote of all board members present.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Gordon E. Gibbs 

Board Secretary / Business Administrator 

 

Approved 


