
 

 
Stanhope Board of Education 

24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey 

Media Center 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 15, 2017 

 

 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

  

The Regular Meeting of the Stanhope Board of Education was called to order on November 15th, 2017 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center at the Valley Road School, 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey 

07874. Board Members present included:  Gil Moscatello, Mattia Scharfstein, Najib Iftikhar, Frank Shay, 

Jonathan Clauson and Cynthia Percarpio who arrived at 7:21 p.m.  Danielle Ferrone was absent from 

the meeting.  Also attending was Timothy Nicinski, Superintendent, Steve Hagemann, Principal, 

Gordon Gibbs, Business Administrator/Board Secretary, and Mr. Joseph Roselle, Esq.  There was one 

staff member and five community members present.  

 

   

Sunshine Law Statement – N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d; N.J.S.A. 10:4-10a 

 

This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be recorded in the minutes that in compliance 

with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act,” Stanhope Board 

of Education, located at 24 Valley Road, Stanhope, New Jersey, has caused this notice to be posted at 

the office of the Stanhope Board of Education, mailed to the New Jersey Herald, the Municipal Clerk of 

the Borough of Stanhope, the Stanhope Post Office, and posted at the Valley Road School and Linden 

Avenue School, setting forth the time, date, and location of the meeting.  

 

 

Mission Statement 

 

The Stanhope School District will provide a diverse and challenging educational environment that 

encourages individual initiatives, fosters success through teamwork, promotes accountability, 

demonstrates a passion for educational excellence and ensures student achievement related to the New 

Jersey Student Learning Standards.  The Stanhope School District is committed to the development of 

our students and staff, so that individual aspirations can be achieved through their lifelong learning. 

 

 

Executive Session Announcement 

 

An Executive Session was held towards the close of the meeting for the purpose of personnel and 

negotiations.  Formal action may be taken.  
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Presentations 

 

1. Jared Scharfstein – Envision Junior National Youth Leadership Program - Postponed 

2. Joseph Roselle, Esq., Schenk, Price, Smith & King, LLC – Social Media Ethics for 

Board Members – Mr. Roselle, Esq. reviewed with the Board a number of Social 

Media Ethics cases and their impact. 

3. Mr. Hagemann introduced Alicia Finklea-DiCataldo as the number one candidate 

for the Principal’s position.  

 

 

Correspondence 

 

1. Mr. Timothy Nicinski (attachment #1) 

2. Amy F. Davis, Esq., contract compliance and Audit Unity, State of New Jersey – 

letter of compliance (attachment #2) Mr. Moscatello commended Mr. Gibbs on doing 

a good job with the State audit. 

 

Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Timothy Nicinski 

 

1. HIB/ABS/Suspensions – 2 HIB Investigations and 1 Founded, 1 In-School Suspension 

and 5 days of out of school suspension.  

2. Parent/Teacher Conferences – The conferences were well received and it was a great 

program. 

3. HSA Events (Book Fair, Halloween Hallway & Dance, Fundraiser for Playground, 

etc.) Mr. Nicinski thanked Mrs. Palermo for her efforts in the events. 

4. Veteran’s Day Program – This was the fifth year of the event and it went very well.  

Mr. Nicinski thanked Mrs. Finklea-DiCataldo in her efforts in the program as well as 

the students that participated from both the Valley Road School and the High 

School.    

5. Charger Award for Excellence awarded to Brandon Smith-Christie – Mr. Nicinski 

thanked him for his efforts. 

6. Lenape Valley Regional High School band recognition – Mr. Nicinski congratulated 

the band for their national championship. 

 

 

Business Administrator’s Report – Mr. Gordon Gibbs 

 

1. Board of Education Election Unofficial Results (results will be formally recognized 

by the board at the annual reorganization meeting in January) Mr. Gibbs 

congratulated Mrs. Scharfstein, who received 700 votes, and Mr. Iftikhar received 

who received 603 votes and have been re-elected.  Formal recognition will be held at 

the January 3rd 2018 reorganization meeting. 
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2. Annual Reorganization Meeting is scheduled for January 3, 2018.  A notice will be 

put in the New Jersey Herald and posted accordingly.  

 

Personnel and Curriculum Committee Meeting Update – Mrs. Cynthia Percarpio (Chair) 

 

Mrs. Percarpio state that the job description for the Principal has been changed. She mentioned the 

recommendation for hiring a new person for the secretarial and custodial positions. She also mentioned 

the new shared services agreement with Lenape Valley Regional High School. 

 

 

Business Services Committee Meeting Update – Mr. Najib Iftikhar (Chair) 

 

 The Linden Ave. School needed to have replaced a 3" IPS (Integrated Pressure System) valve on 

the boiler supply at a cost of $1,220.00 

 

 There are pictures of the two pianos for disposal hanging in the lobby for those parents that may 

be interested.   

 

 On October 17
th

, 2017 the State sent an Auditor to review our contracts for Certificate for 

Employee Information Reports and Exhibit A’s.  The results of the review show that Stanhope is 

in compliance.  Please see the attached determination letter from the State. 

 

 The District sold 53 textbooks that were Board approved on October 18
th

, 2017 for $132.50.   

 

 It was suggested that the Board consider a community build for the new playground.  The 

community would provide the labor under the supervision of the install vendor’s 

Supervisor.  The cost is $1,000 per day during the week from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   

 

 Holly Nikituk, an H.S.A. member, is working on a Kick-Boxing fund raiser in an effort to help 

offset the cost of the new playground.  The date of the event is November 14
th

, 2017 

 

  Given the hard usage of the school’s field, a suggestion was made to have a usage contract with 

Byram Recreation stating that they will be responsible for the mowing, maintenance, and repairs 

to the fields during the contract term. 

 

 A request was made to for an additional 40 stipend hours to complete the record achieving at a 

cost of $13.00 per hour not to exceed $520.00.  It is on the Board’s Agenda for approval. 

 

Policy Committee Meeting Update – Mrs. Mattia Scharfstein (Chair) 

 

No new policy updates. 

 

Sussex County Educational Services Commission Update – Mr. Gil Moscatello 
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Mr. Moscatello stated that the SCESC has finalized their District Goals, there are some new staff 

members, and they are working with a new program called FADE, which will help coordinate students 

that are currently in special education services to transition out of the program. 

 

Board President’s Report – Mr. Gil Moscatello 

 

Mr. Moscatello stated that he is working with Mr. Gibbs on the new Superintendent’s contract, he 

worked on the removal of some of the trees, and went over the new CST contract.  

 

 

Public Session #1 – Agenda Items 

Policy #0167; Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) minutes duration, during times 

when an audience of ten (10) or more residents exists.  

 

Mrs. Mahoney, a parent of one of the students in the fourth grade, expressed a concern regarding her 

son’s teacher, Mrs. Finklea-DiCataldo, leaving her teaching position in the middle of the school year.  

Mr. Hagemann stated that the goal is to have a replacement candidate approved at the December 2017 

Board meeting.  Mr. Hagemann further stated that the goal is to have a replacement start as soon as 

possible.  He further stated that even though Mrs. Finklea-DiCataldo will not be in her teaching 

position she will be in charge of the building as Principal.  She further questioned the time it will take 

to find a replacement to which Mr. Hagemann stated that he and his staff are working diligently in 

finding a replacement. Mr. Moscatello stated that the Board is aware of your concern and we will try to 

make the transition as smooth as possible for our students.  

 

No further discussion. 

 

Travel & Workshop Reports 

 

1. Justine Waldron (attachment #3) 

2. Christina Morrison (attachment #4) 

3. Courtney Pipher (attachment #5) 

4. Trish Marra (attachment #6) 

5. Felice Walker (attachment #7) 

6. Deborah McNear (attachment #8) 

7. Justine Waldron (attachment #9) 

8. Milanda Marshall (attachment #10) 

9. Gordon Gibbs (attachment #11) 

No discussion. 

Minutes for Approval (Agenda Items 1 & 2) 

A motion was presented by Frank Shay, and seconded by  Najib Iftikhar, to approve the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following: 
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1. October 18, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes (attachment #12) 

2. October 18, 2017 Executive Session Meeting Minutes (attachment #13) 

No discussion 

 Voice Vote: All in Favor 

   No: None 

   Abstain: None 

 

 

Administrative Action Items (Agenda Items 1 - 2) 

A motion was presented by Najib Iftikhar, and seconded by Cynthia Percarpio, to approve the 

following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Administrative action items: 

 

1. Approve the Suspension and Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying Report 

(attachment #14) 

2. Approve the 2017-2018 Uniform State Memorandum of Agreement between 

Stanhope Board of Education and Law Enforcement Officials, without modification 

of the original memorandum of agreement, and authorize submission to Sussex 

County Superintendent of Schools, Sussex County Prosecutor, Stanhope Borough 

Police Department and any other applicable law enforcement agencies for 

appropriate signatures. 

 

No discussion 

 

 Roll Call: 

  All in favor roll call vote of all board members present 

 

Education Action Items (Agenda Items 1 - 3) 

A motion was presented by Mattia Scharfstein, and seconded by  Frank Shay, to approve the 

following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Education action items: 

 

1. Approve the trips for the 2017-2018 school year as per attached.  (attachment #15) 

2. Approve the Group Tour/Program Agreement between Educational Travel 

Adventures and Stanhope Board of Education for the 7th Grade Boston Trip from 

May 30, 2018 through June 1, 2018.   

3. Approve the Group Tour/Program Agreement between Educational Travel 

Adventures and the Stanhope Board of Education for the 8th Grade Washington DC 

Trip from June 6, 2018 through June 8, 2018.   
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No discussion 

 

 Roll Call: 

  All in favor roll call vote of all board members present 

 

 

Personnel Action Items (Agenda Items 1 - 19) 

A motion was presented by Najib Iftikhar, and seconded by Jonathan Clauson, to approve the 

following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Personnel action items: 

 

1. Retroactively approve the request for employee #49206 to be placed on voluntary 

FMLA leave beginning October 31, 2017 through November 14, 2017.   
2. Stanhope Board of Education approves the contract for Mr. Steven Hagemann as 

Superintendent effective for the term of January 1, 2018 through June 30, 2021.  

3. Approve appointment of Steven Hagemann as Acting Superintendent from January 

1, 2018 through April 30, 2018, subject to approval of contract by the Executive 

County Superintendent. 

4. Approve the following new and/or revised job descriptions: 

a. Principal (attachment #16 ) 

b. Supervisor of Special Services (attachment #17) 

c. Student Club Advisor (attachment #18) 

5. Approve the resignation of part time paraprofessional Elizabeth Scarpone, effective 

November 6, 2017.  (attachment #19) 

6. Approve the contractual appointment of Alicia Finklea-DiCataldo as Principal 

effective January 1, 2018 through June 30, 2018 at an annual salary of $90,000.00, pro-

rated, and benefits as listed in contractual agreement. 

7. Approve appointment of Mary Anne Collins as full time Child Study Team Secretary 

for the 2017-2018 school year, at an annual salary of $35,000.00, pro-rated, effective 

December 15, 2017, or at such time at which she is released from her current 

employment contract, whichever is sooner. 

8. Approve appointment of Roger Hedden as full time Custodian for the 2017-2018 

school year, at annual salary of $38,000.00, pro-rated, effective on or about 

November 16, 2017, pending criminal history clearance. 

9. Approve appointment of Thomas Thein, Jr. as part time Custodian for the 2017-2018 

school year, at a rate of $13.00 per hour, not to exceed 25 hours per week, effective 

November 16, 2017, pending criminal history clearance. 

10. Approve appointment of Maureen Mason as homebound instructor for the 2017-

2018 school year, at a rate of $35.00 per hour, pending collective bargaining 

negotiations. 
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11. Approve appointment of Courtney Pipher and Sara Beattie to Robotics Club Advisor 

stipend positions for the 2017-2018 school year, at annual contractual amount of $500 

each, pending collective bargaining negotiations. 

12. Approve request for 300 hour internship from College of St. Elizabeth student, 

Noelle Wheeler, under the supervision of Assunta Jardine, to take place between 

January 2018 and June 2018. 

13. Approve County College of Morris nursing student Kassidy Forik for 1-2 period 

observation of classroom teacher Courtney Pipher to take place on or about 

November 16, 2017. 

14. Approve visit by author Dori Smyth, to read to preschool through Grade 4 students 

on or about November 20, 2017. 

15. Approve visit by Dr. Peter Walsh from Executive Spinal Care to provide staff with 

free 10-minute treatments at February 5, 2018 in-service day for teachers. 

16. Approve appointment of T. Valerie Desamours as translator of Child Study Team 

meetings and notices for the 2017-2018 school year, at a rate of $50.00/hour, not to 

exceed 17 hours, effective November 16, 2017. 

17. Approve payment of stipend to Renee Petersen for additional archive project work 

to be completed during the 2017-2018 school year, up to 40 additional hours, at a rate 

of $13.00 per hour, effective November 16th, 2017. 

18. Approve the following Lenape Valley Regional High School students to complete 

required service hours as Student Coaches for the Stanhope School basketball teams, 

under the supervision of Elizabeth Ettinger and Scott Jacobus for the 2017-2018 

basketball season: 

a. Saad Othman 

b. Kenneth Ramirez 

19. Approve appointment of the following individuals as substitute teachers for the 

2017-2018 school year pending criminal history review clearance:  

 

 

 

 

20. Approve request for extended leave of absence for employee #49207 effective 

November 16, 2017, return date to be determined. 

Discussion: 

Mr. Moscatello reviewed with the Board items number 3, 7, 8 and 9.   

 Roll Call: 

  All in favor roll call vote of all board members present 

Business Services Action Items (Agenda Items 1 - 8) 

A motion was presented by Jonathan Clauson, and seconded by Frank Shay, to approve the following: 

 

 Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, motion to approve the following 

 Business Services action items: 

 

Name Position Certificate 

Michelle Laki Substitute Teacher Teaching Certificate 

Troy Kreider Substitute Teacher Teaching Certificate 
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1. Approve the line item appropriation transfers for the month of September 2017 as 

recommended by the Superintendent and the Business Administrator.  (attachment 

#20) 

2. Approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of September 2017.  (attachment #21) 

3. Approve the Board Secretary’s Report for the month of September 2017.  Pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.12(c) that as of September 30, 2017, no line item account has 

encumbrances and expenditures, which in total exceed the line item appropriation in 

violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a).  Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.14(c) 4, the 

Stanhope Board of Education, after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s 

monthly financial reports certify that as of September 30, 2017 and upon consultation 

with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major account 

or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 and that 

sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the 

remainder of the fiscal year.  (attachment #22) 

4. Approve the receipt of $132.50 from Big East Books, 4648 Pleasant View Drive, 

Coopersburg, PA  18036, for the sale of 53 obsolete Grade 6/4 Writing and Grammar 

Books – Write Source, copyright 2012 (ISBN:  978-0-547-48502-7).  The sale of the 

books was approved at the October 18, 2017 Board Meeting.  

5. Retroactively approve the Joint Transportation Agreement with Byram Township 

Board of Education to provide transportation services retroactive from September 1, 

2017 through June 30, 2018 for the purpose of trips to Lenape Valley Regional High 

School Band Practice at no cost to the district.    

6. Retroactively approve Vexda Construction, LLC. to replace a 3” Integrated Pressure 

System valve on the boiler located at the Linden Avenue School at a cost of $1,220.00.  

7. Approve the Facilities Use Requests as per attached.  (attachment #23) 

8. Approve the Professional Development Requests as per attached.  (attachment #24) 

9. Approve the Facilities Use Requests as per attached.  (attachment #25) 

10. Approve the October 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017 bill list in the amount of 

$554,601.54 (attachment #26) 

 

No discussion 

  

Roll Call: 

  All in favor roll call vote of all board members present 

 

 

 

New Business 

 

1. NJSBA Workshop Review of Information 
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Mrs. Percarpio reviewed some of the information received at the workshops that she attended in 

Atlantic City.  She mentioned such topics as Civil Air Patrol, Army-e Cybermission, the Liberty Science 

Center Lab, and Pro-Academy Furniture.  

 

Mrs. Scharfstein reviewed some of the information received at the workshops that she attended in 

Atlantic City.  She mentioned such topics as attending a half a day session with NJ legislature from 

various districts, The Future of Education, Educational Testing, Graduation Requirements, School 

Funding, The relationship with the NJEA and the State legislature, Benefits and the Cadillac Tax, Cyber 

Security, and various programs that could benefit the pre-k through 8th grade students.   

 

Mr. Moscatello questioned Mrs. Scharfstein on one of the Special Questions during the election 

regarding libraries.  Mrs. Scharfstein responded that the libraries mentioned did not involve school 

funding as it pertained to Public Libraries. 

 

Mr. Nicinski thanked Mrs. Scharfstein for bringing Mr. Roselle, Esq.  to the Board meeting and giving a 

presentation on Social Media Ethics for Board Members. 

 

Mr. Shay mentioned a technology club that the administration might be interested in providing for the 

students.   

 

Mr. Iftikhar questioned having a Board Meeting in August, based on the proposed 2018 Board Meeting 

Calendar, to which Mr. Hagemann stated that the Board should hold a meetings in July and August for 

the purpose of personnel and other Board related issues.  

 

No further questions or comments. 

 

Old Business 

 

Mr. Moscatello discussed regionalization by merging three local grade schools with the High School.  

He further mentioned that there is a County meeting on the subject on December 6th, 2017. 

 

No further discussion. 

 

Public Session #2 – Non Agenda Items 

Policy #0167; Each statement made by a participant shall be limited to five (5) minutes duration, during times 

when an audience of ten (10) or more residents exists.  

 

No public response. 

 

 

Executive Session 

A motion was presented by Frank Shay, and seconded by  Mattia Scharfstein, to accept the following 

declaration of Executive Session as presented at 8:55 p.m.: 
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 BE IT RESOLVED that the Stanhope Board of Education adopts the following resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 permits the exclusion of the 

 public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Stanhope Board of Education is of the opinion that such circumstances 

 presently exist;  

 

 NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stanhope Board of Education, County of Sussex, 

 and State of New Jersey, that a closed session of this Board of Education (where the public shall 

 be excluded) will be held at this time for the purpose of personnel and negotiations.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the action of the Board with regard to the above entitled 

 matter shall be disclosed to the public at a later date and to the extent that the same is not 

 prejudicial to the interests of the parties involved and would not result in a possible invasion of 

 their right to privacy.  

 

 Voice Vote: All in Favor 

   No: None 

   Abstain: None 

Re-Enter Public Session 

A motion was presented by Mattia Scharfstein, and seconded by Cynthia Percarpio, that the Stanhope 

Board of Education return to Public Session at 9:10 p.m.: 

 

 Voice Vote: All in Favor 

   No: None 

   Abstain: None 

Adjournment 

A motion was presented by Frank Shay, and seconded by Cynthia Percarpio, that the Stanhope Board 

of Education adjourn the meeting at 9:11 p.m.: 

 

 Voice Vote: All in Favor 

   No: None 

   Abstain: None 

 

 

Board Approved December 11th, 2017 

Gordon E. Gibbs  

Board Secretary/Business Administrator 

 

 


